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Lubuto Library Partners 

Opening doors of opportunity for enlightenment and knowledge to Africa’s most 
vulnerable children and youth 
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PROGRAMME 

 

Master of Ceremonies -----------------------------------------   Mr. Maxwell Bbalo,    
 & Translator                 Author, Former DEBS Livingstone  
 
Singing of National Anthem --------------------------------    Children and community of Nabukuyu 
 
Welcome Remarks ---------------------------------------------    Mr. Mark C. Chona, Chairman 
       Matantala Rural Integrated Development Enterprise 
 
Welcome to Lubuto Libraries ------------------------------   Ms. Jane Meyers, Founder and President, 

Lubuto Library Partners  
 
Kuyabila akutwa ------------------------------------------------  Women and children of Nabukuyu 
Traditional poetry with music and dance 
 
Appreciation ----------------------------------------------------     Children of Nabukuyu 
 
Congratulations from Dr. Peter Lor ----------------------    Mr. Benson Njobvu, Head of Department 
Extraordinary Professor    Department of Library and Information Studies 
Department of Information Science    University of Zambia 
University of Pretoria  
 
Congratulations letter from Christie Vilsack ---------     Ms. Iris Young, USAID/Zambia 
Senior Advisory for International Education 
U.S. Agency for International Development 
 
Storytelling ------------------------------------------------------     Children of Nabukuyu 
 
 
Remarks ----------------------------------------------------------     Mr. Wayne Harper 
        Country Director, British Council 
 
Kulyaba ----------------------------------------------------------      Men of Nabukuyu 
(Drumming) 
 
Official Speech -------------------------------------------------     Hon. Mr. Patrick Ngoma M.P. 
                   Deputy Minister, Ministry of  
       Education, Science, Vocational Training  
       and Early Education 
 
Drama performance -------------------------------------------     Children of Nabukuyu 
 
 
Closing Performance -----------------------------------------    Mthunzi Cultural Dance Group  
(Traditional instruments, drums)                                   (Visiting Group) 
 
Vote of thanks ---------------------------------------------------    Mr. Mark C. Chona 
 
Kuyabilaakutwa, Kulyaba -----------------------------------    Led by women of Nabukuyu for all community 
 
 
Lunch ---------------------------------------------------------------   Traditional meal 



 



ABOUT LUBUTO LIBRARY PARTNERS: 
 
Lubuto Library Partners, Inc. (www.Lubuto.org) is an innovative development organization that 
builds the capacity of public libraries to create opportunities for equitable education and 
poverty reduction. Its mission is to enlighten and enrich the lives of children and youth in sub-
Saharan Africa, especially those not in school and highly vulnerable. 
  
Lubuto constructs enduring, indigenously-styled open-access libraries stocked with 
comprehensive collections of well-chosen books and appropriate technology. These libraries 
serve as safe havens and are the center for Lubuto’s programs, which offer education, 
psychosocial support and self-expression through reading, music, art, drama, computers, 
mentoring and other activities. 
 
Lubuto program highlight:  LubutoLiteracy 
LubutoLiteracy is a pioneering program creating high-quality mother-tongue materials to teach 
children to read on an accessible, low-cost digital platform and sustainably deploying them at 
national scale in Zambia in partnership with government and stakeholders. The interactive 
materials are designed to particularly benefit vulnerable and underserved children.  
 

Research has shown that children learn to read most effectively in their mother tongue, and 
that learning in local languages is particularly beneficial to girls. Designed by Dr. Joseph 
Mwanza, the 101 lessons in seven Zambian languages make the new Government reading 
curriculum available in and beyond classrooms throughout Zambia on a computer platform that 
can be adapted for use on mobile phones as well.  LubutoLiteracy will contribute to rapid 
improvements in early grade reading throughout the country, including among out-of-school 
and otherwise vulnerable children.  Below is an example of an exercise within a LubutoLiteracy 
lesson. 
      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Screenshot of LubutoLiteracy CiTonga Language Lesson 31 



The Mumuni Library was brought to you by: 

Financial Sponsors 

 

 
 

Ministry of Education 
Permanent Secretary: 

Mr. C. Nkosha 
Deputy Permanent Secretary: 

Mrs. C. Mayonde 
Head Infrastructure Section:  
 Mr. Joseph Nthele 
DEBS Monze: Mr. Vimbi Mateke 
 

Contributed support 
Matantala Rural Integrated 
 Development Enterprise  
Mumuni Library Committee 
 Chairman and members 
Nabukuyu Community 
Nabukuyu Primary School  
Mr. Dimitrios Vangelatos 
Micmar Investments Ltd. 
 

 
  
 

Construction 
Architect: Eleni Coromvli 
Structural Engineer: 

Sabelo Moyo 
 

Builders 
Francis Miyoba 
Robson Kaira 
Dickson Phiri  
Nicholas Mwape  
Nene Hamapande 
 

Roof framing 
Makondo Engineering 
Bornwell Kalilakwenda 
Patrick Kalilakwenda  
 

Carpentry 
St. Ambrose Trade Centre  
 

Thatching 
Lackson Sichilya  
 

Metal furniture, lights 
Thomson Mwale  
 

Construction volunteers 
Anneta Mukuka 
Maria Mukuka 
Fotini Tsiataki 
 

Library catalog 
Sally Sinn 
Meghan Burke 
Marcy Carrel 
Diana D’Agostino 
Carolyn Goshen 
Mwangala Mboo 
Shannon McMahon 
Mary Rogers 
Susan Yoo 
 

Collection transportation 

Franklin Sterns 

 

Tonga Culture Resources  
Nabukuyu community members 
Mukanzubo Cultural Research  
 Institute, Chikuni Mission 
Choma Museum 
 

Library collection research 
Elizabeth Giles 
Lisa Scudera 
Chipo Chiiya 
 

Mumuni Library Committee 
Mr. Simon Nduumba, Chairman 
Mr. Hans Moonga, Coordinator 
Mr. Arthur Mukonde, Community 
 Mobilization Subcommittee 
Headman Chuuka: 

Mr. Constantine Milandu  
Headman Mainga: 
 Mr. Damian Hanchingi  
Headman Chibawe: 
 Mr. Isaiah Moonga  
Headman Mtokota: 
 Mr. Roman Bubala  
Ms. Melody Kayanda  
Ms. Fradah Hamweemba  
Ms. Eunice Lwiindi  
Mr. Friday Hamooya  
Mr. Peter Moonga  
Mr. Tyson Moonga  
Mr. Bright Luzongo  
 

Lubuto Library Partners 
staff and volunteers 
Jane Kinney Meyers 
Eleni Coromvli 
Lorri Culhane 
Imanga Kayama 
Demas Lumba 
Makasa Kasukumya  
Thomas Mukonde 
Given Besa 
Ndala Bukolo 
Buster Malambo 
Eugene Bampaninga 
Sally Sinn 
Jason DeCrow 

Special thanks for today’s celebration go to: 

Comic Relief 

Open Society Initiative of Southern Africa 

Matantala Rural Integrated Development Enterprise 

Chairman: Mr. Mark C. Chona 

Coordinator: Rosemary Muyangwa Mudaala 



PRESERVING ZAMBIA’S LITERARY AND CULTURAL HERITAGE 

Lubuto's staff and volunteers identify and digitize Zambian stories and research long out of print but 

preserved in their original printed form in libraries worldwide and in Zambia, as well as in some 

Zambian schools and households. The LubutoCollections.org site serves as a repository for these 

scanned books to inspire young readers and enable encourage adaptation of the stories to new 

picture books, plays, radio programs and other uses. 

Lubuto Library Partners are additionally working hand-in-hand with the Zambian Educational 

Publishing House to support awareness and sales of those titles that they are now re-publishing. 

 

 

 

READING CULTURE 
Observations on use of the Mumuni Library by librarian Elizabeth Giles 

 
I run into lots of people in Zambia who ask me what I’m doing here. It’s a fair question, and so I 
tell them: I’m a librarian-in-training, conducting collection evaluation research in children’s 
libraries. And more than once now the person I’m talking to has looked at me with bemusement 
and a little bit of pity and said, “A librarian? But here we don’t have a reading culture.” 

 
This is a hard idea to wrestle with on many levels. At its most basic, I struggle with the idea of 
reading as a “culture.” Saying “we don’t have a reading culture” seems a little like saying “we 
don’t have an eating culture,” or “we don’t have a playing culture.” These are basic activities that 
make up the fabric of a life, not culturally-specific traditions. Of course, what and how people like 
to read (or what and how people like to eat, or play) varies by culture, but the activities 
themselves stem from basic human needs. People need stories. People need information. 
Reading is certainly not the only way to get those things, but it is a direct, effective, and fulfilling 
way. 

 
I read an article recently about the idea of “reading culture,” where Namibian professor Kingo 
Mchombu suggests that rather than lacking a reading culture many countries in Africa lack in 
terms of high-quality, relevant reading materials. This makes sense to me. How much of my love 
of reading is the product of instant gratification, of being able to always access the books I want 
to read? Between my library, ebooks, and local bookstores, I can’t think of the last time it took me 
more than an hour to get the exact book I wanted, or to find something even better. Would I still 
love reading if most of the books I had access to were outdated or so far removed from my life 
experiences that I couldn’t relate to them? As it is, I am a selfish, picky reader who finishes 
probably one in five of the books that I start. 

 



At the end of the day, though, Nabukuyu is the biggest indictment I have of the notion of 
“reading culture.” If you are trying to think of a place where access to books is limited, there 
is no better example. Nabukuyu is the very definition of rural—a village of widely-scattered 
homesteads 45 minutes from a small town via a dirt road. Most of the people who live there 
are pastoralists, and cattle are everywhere. Electricity, on the other hand, is only available 
three days a week. The school does not have a library, and I doubt there is a bookstore 
within a hundred miles. So you can see that to people who believe in the presence or 
absence of “reading cultures,” Nabukuyu wouldn’t offer many reasons to hope. 

 
But I was privileged enough to be present this week when we opened the doors of the 
Mumuni library in Nabukuyu to children for the first time, and I can tell you beyond a shadow 
of a doubt that a vast majority children in Nabukuyu love to read. I can tell you this because 
of the incredible numbers of children who lined up outside, because of the expressions on 
their faces when they walked through the door—with eyes wide, mouths agape, like they had 
stumbled into Narnia— and because of how eagerly and excitedly they opened books and 
disappeared into them. I can tell you that children in Nabukuyu love to read because when I 
went to reshelve the mountains of books that had appeared in the baskets I didn’t have 
space to walk, the room was so full of children. I can tell you that children in Nabukuyu love 
to read because they brought their families: girls as young as six or seven came in with baby 
siblings on their backs and patiently arranged their wraps on the floor of the talking circle as 
a playpen of sorts. I can tell you that the babies love to read board books or chew on them, 

at the very least. 
 
I can tell you that children in Nabukuyu love to read because every storytime we did saw at 
least fifty children in attendance, requiring a great deal of patience as we spun in circles to 
make sure every single child got to see the pictures. I can tell you that children in Nabukuyu 
love to read because the other day I walked past a boy on the road who greeted me by 
saying “chicka chicka boom boom” instead of hello, courtesy of the book I’d read for 
storytime the day before (“Chicka Chicka Boom Boom” by Bill Martin Jr.). 

 
Last week you could have said that these children didn’t read, but you can’t say that 
anymore. And it’s for this reason—because I have personally witnessed how instantly and 
completely the provision of high-quality children’s books can create voracious readers—that 
I say with confidence that there is no such thing as the confusing, nebulous notion of a 
“reading culture.” The reality is achingly simple: If you give most children good, relevant 
books, they will like to read. They will get to the library early and peek in through the shutters 
while they wait for it to open. They will bring their friends. They will gasp audibly when they 
open a new book. They will come back again and again. 


